Father Of Socialist Movement In Andhnv
Pradesh
Jail life was a turning point in Madduri's life and proved/to be
an invaluable source of political education turning his mind towards
socialist thought. His life in various jails brought him interesting
experience through contact with socialist literature and the com-
pany of the great leaders. As he had an open mind he studied So-
cialism and Marxism and learnt many things about Soviet Russia.
He happended to mix with a few Marxists who were his jail mates.
The seeds of socialism were sown in his mind and they found a
willing lodgement in it.
On 26th and 27th of September 1936; meetings connected with
the second Annual Conference of Congress Socialist party were
held in Rajahmundry. It is well known that there was a strong so-
cialist lobby in the Indian National Congress. In those days Madduri
and Putchalapalli Sundarayya were elected as Secretary and joint
secretary of the conference in Rajahmundry.
Madduri became a close associate of Jaya Prakash Narayan in
All India Congress meetings. Jaya Prakash Narayan was the secre-
tary of All India Congress Socialist Party. When he toured Andhra
region Madduri accompained him. Along with him Madduri too
conducted a vigorous campaign in favour of the movement apainst
the abolition of the zamindari system and feudalism. They opposed
the existing system of exploitation of the ryots by middle men and
demanded proprietary rights for the farmer who actually tilled the
land. In those days Jaya Prakash Narayan held strong views on
socialism and the scrapping of the feudalistic land policy. He used
to argue with Gandhiji and convince him. Ofcourse Gandhiji be-
lieved in the trusteeship concept - that owners of land and other
types of property should not consider themselves as proprietors but
as trustees. This idealistic concept was too good to be practically
useful. The concept is fraught with difficulties because zamindars
and capitalists cannot behave as Gandhiji wanted them to behave.